


the mission of the dna
-

...To ensure that the needs and aspirations of Bahamian people - to be owners ...To ensure that the needs and aspirations of Bahamian people - to be owners 
with the government in the political, cultural, and economic development of the 
nation - are met. The DNA is devoted to upholding, protecting, and deepening 
the democratic rule of law in society by promoting openness and accountability 
in governmental affairs, social justice and equality, and the right of the people to 

self-governance and authority in determining their own destiny.

the vision of the dna
..-

...To transform the Commonwealth of The Bahamas into a nation where 
Bahamian people will be esteemed as the most precious resource – above all 
natural and material resources – and the nurturing of our intellectual 
and creative brilliance will help us become a genuinely democratic, 
economically prosperous and socially mobile 21st century nation.

EST . 2011



We have a vision 
for this country, 

and because of that vision, 
we will not perish!





T A BLE O F C O N T EN T S



a message from our leader
BRANVILLE MCCARTNEY
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my fellow bahamians,
   The Democratic National Alliance was born out of a desire to move past the status 
quo; since its establishment, the dedicated members of this organization have worked 
tirelessly to do just that. We have sought to be a voice for scores of voiceless Bahamian 
men and women who want nothing more than an opportunity to thrive in their own 
country. The road to this point has by no means been easy. As a party, we have faced our 
share of harsh critiques. Some have tried to put the DNA into a box, while others have 
discounted us altogether. 

      In such moments, I am reminded of the quote made famous by Theodore Roosevelt 
who said: “It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points out how the strong 
man stumbles, or where the doer of deeds could have done them better. The credit 
belongs to the man who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred by dust and sweat 
and blood; who strives valiantly; who errs, who comes up short again and again, because 
there is no effort without error and shortcoming; but who does actually strive to do the 
deeds…”. 

      The DNA is by no means perfect. What we are, however, is an organization of 
patriotic and forward thinking Bahamians whose fervent desire to see our country 
progress has propelled us into the political sphere. We are men and women who 
recognize the urgency of the times in which we live. We are men and women who believe 
in the Power of NOW and are ready to do the necessary work to secure the livelihood of 
future Bahamians. The DNA is ready to provide effective, enlightened and responsible 
governance. We are ready to do the work needed to position the Bahamas as leaders in 
the region and the world. We are ready to remove the status quo and create a Bahamas the region and the world. We are ready to remove the status quo and create a Bahamas 
worth living, fighting and dying for. This document will outline in detail how your 
incoming DNA government will address the concerns facing Bahamian families, from 
matters like unemployment and the economy to crime and education. 

   I invite all forward- thinking Bahamians to examine our plans and ask the hard 
questions as we plot the way towards a better life, TOGETHER!





...there is a lighthouse.

   Since its establishment in 2011, The Democratic National Alliance has proven itself 
a force to be reckoned with in the local political sphere. In the 2012 general election, after 
only months of existence, the DNA was successful in garnering 8.5% percent of the total 
votes cast. Since then, the DNA has continued to grow its ranks. During this electoral 
cycle, we have assembled an impressive team of outstanding Bahamians with expertise in 
fields such as law, business, healthcare, cultural activism, economics and other areas 
which are key to the forward movement of our Bahamas. The Democratic National 
Alliance has also been busy creating the kind of executable short, medium and long term Alliance has also been busy creating the kind of executable short, medium and long term 
plans designed to address the full scope of our national development.

   In 2016 the DNA completed and released a comprehensive plan for true Freedom of 
Information. That document, available on the party’s website mydnaparty.org,  fully 
examines the challenges which the recently passed legislation does not and incorporates 
scores of recommendations made by various activist groups as it relates to the powers of 
the Minister and other key areas. The DNA also released a white paper detailing a 
proposed overhaul of the public sector. The document outlines the party’s plans for 
effective management of all public services, improvements to the mandate of the public 
service commission, the status of the Royal Bahamas Police Force as an entity operating service commission, the status of the Royal Bahamas Police Force as an entity operating 
within the confines of the public service and so much more. That document is also 
available in its entirety on the DNA’s website.  In the last year, the Democratic National 
Alliance also drafted plans for a state-of-the-art waste-to-energy facility as part of wider 
plans for true remediation at the New Providence landfill and a wider energy platform 
designed to introduce renewable energy sources that will lower the cost of electricity 
around the country.

   When critics counted the DNA out, we did not disappear – we worked harder. 
We’ve continued to work to keep the government’s feet to the fire and to hold them 
accountable to their many election promises, even in the face of criticism. This is 
indicative of the kind of governance you can expect from the DNA. For the first time, 
Bahamians have a viable alternative option to the status quo, and we stand ready to 
deliver revolutionary governance for 2017... and beyond.
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Brenda HARRIS
BAIN & GRANTS TOWN

Cindy KNOWLES
FORT CHARLOTTE

Kendal SMITH
FOX HILL

Karen DAVIS
FREE TOW N

Stephanie LIGHTBOURNE
ENGLERSTON

Celi MOSS
CENTERVILLE

Prodesta MOORE
ELIZABETH

Buscheme ARMBRISTER
CARMICHAEL

Youri KEMP
GARDEN HILLS

Emily WILLIAMS
MARATHON

Dr. Madlene SAWYER
SOUTHERN SHORES

Dr. Leon HIGGS
MOUNT MORIAH

Mario ‘Ducky’ LOCKHART
NASSAU VILLAGE

Lincoln BAIN
PINEWOOD

Margo BURROWS
ST. ANNE’S

Gerrino SAUNDERS
ST. BARNABAS

Cpt. Randy BUTLER
SOUTH BEACH

Rudolph DEAN
GOLDEN GATES

Arinthia KOMOLAFE
KILLARNEY

Stephen GREENSLADE
GOLDEN ISLES

Kishon TURNER
TALL PINES

Charlis ROBINS
YAMACRAW

Chris
MORTIMER    SEABREEZE

Branville
MCCARTNEY    BAMBOO TOW N

Claire BASDEN
N. ABACO

Derek SMITH
CENTRAL AND
S. ELEUTHERA

Jedrick ROBINSON
CENTRAL

GRAND BAHAMA

Elkanah PINDER
EAST

GRAND BAHAMA

Nevar SMITH
MARCO CITY

Leslie LIGHTBOURNE
PINERIDGE

Samuel KEMP
N. ANDROS &
BERRY ISLANDS

Cyril MILLER
S. ANDROS &

MANGROVE CAY

Candace WEATHERFORD
N. ELEUTHERA

Ruth FLOWERS
CENTRAL AND
S. ABACO

Samuel STRATCHAN
CAT ISL. RUM CAY,
SAN SALVADOR
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POLICY 

A DNA Government will:

Implement true Freedom of 
Information” and pass our “Right to 
Information Act” within our first year.

CreateCreate an Office of the Ombudsman 
and Transform the Public Service 
Commission to house the Ombudsman 
and relevant staff.  

IntroduceIntroduce an Anti-Corruption Act and 
stiffen the penalties for public officers 
convicted of corruption and dereliction 
of duties. 

Implement a Code of Conduct for 
Parliamentarians Act. 

EnactEnact Whistle-Blower legislation that 
would protect individuals who report 
corruption in government departments.

Review,Review, revise and strengthen the 
Public Disclosure Act by closing the 
loopholes that allow politicians and 
senior civil servants to go without 
declaring their financial information.  

Enact Campaign Finance Reform 
legislation and mandate Campaign 
Disclosure for all national and local 
elections. 

ReviseRevise the Constitution by way of 
referendum to allow for a Member of 
Parliament Recall system.

Convert the Office of the Attorney 
General into an independent post. 

SetSet fixed dates for General Elections 
and term limits for the Office of the 
Prime Minister by way of Constitutional 
Referendum.

Move toward a system of Proportional 
Representation to give smaller parties 
a voice in Parliament. 

ReduceReduce the Constitutional minimum 
number of constituencies to 21 by way 
of Referendum.

End the practice of gerrymandering 
through the introduction of fixed 
boundaries that can only be changed 
via international criteria.

Over many years our country has been all but crippled by the abuse of our archaic 
systems of government. Abuses perpetrated by corrupt public officials who have 
exploited the very systems created to sustain us. At the root of this abuse is an 
overwhelming lack of oversight which has led to gaps in record keeping, the 

mismanagement of government resources and a disdain for rules and regulations. 
Our approach to governance will be multi-faceted. 

good governance
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Amend the Construction Contractor’s 
Act and put more provisions that 
mandate small contractor and 
tradesmen development in place. 

TieTie the new provisions in the 
Contractors Bill to earmarked projects 
in the public sector.  

Begin the process of divesting the 
government’s stake in the Bahamas 
Electricity Corporation. 

BeginBegin the process of re-trenching 
underground waterways and sewer 
systems on the island of New 
Providence. 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

The Bahamas must always be on the 
cutting edge of technology in all 

spheres. 

A DNA Government will:

LegislateLegislate that the central government 
is the owner of the backbone of the 
telecommunications sector and all 
transmissions must be approved by, 
run through or tie into the central 
government’s system by license or 
rental payment.  

ContinueContinue to liberalize the cellular and 
broadband internet markets and offer 
licenses to those that prove they can 
supply and manage a certain 
percentage of their respective markets.  
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national security
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Our agencies responsible for administering justice and punishment must be given 
the latitude to carry out their duties, first without interference and second with the 
backing of policy that support their work. The DNA will find the right balance, 

bring order back to our streets, re-empower The Royal Bahamas Police Force to do 
their work, and uphold our international obligations at the same time.

A DNA Government will:

Resume the enforcement of Capital 
Punishment in The Commonwealth of 
The Bahamas by defining “worst of the 
worst” through new legislation.

SStrengthen the regulations of the 
Civilian Complaint Board to ensure that 
its efforts are not infringed upon. 

Ensure that there is no political 
interference with the Police 
Commissioner and the Royal Bahamas 
Police Force. 

IncIncrease the amount of officers on 
foot-patrol and by extension increase 
our saturation police crime strategy. 

Build a state of the art DNA Forensic 
Laboratory that will be used for crime 
scene investigations. 

PPurchase Forensic Vans to assist our 
police officers in investigating crimes 
more effectively. 

Build a new Correctional Facility for 
maximum security offenders on a 
Family Island. 

Earmark money to go towards 
successful correctional programmes. 
 
IncreaseIncrease our Witness Protection 
programme efforts and enter into 
agreements with international partners 
on a mutual Witness Protection 
programme. 

ReviewReview the programme for low risk 
offenders entered into the work-release 
schedule. 

Implement a Parole System.  

Pass legislation that allows for a 
Probationary System.  

IncreasIncrease our cyber-security surveillance 
and partner with international policing 
agencies to remain on the cutting edge 
of cyber-threats and various forms of 
cyber-crime and cyber fraud.

UndergoUndergo a complete diagnostic and 
overhaul of our Defence Systems and 
have them in line with American and 
North American Transatlantic 
Organization’s standards and 
guidelines. 
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EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

A DNA Government will:

Make more subsidies available for 
pre-school and primary school centres 
whether they are public or private.  

CCreate a more rigorous pre-school and 
primary school curriculum .

Expand student tracking and evaluation 
systems for children beginning at the 
pre-school level and use the results to 
track student performance from 
pre-school through the secondary level.   

IncIncrease the depth of information 
offered at the primary school level and 
open our children up to more subjects 
from the Sciences, Social-Sciences, 
Civics and Philosophy. 
 
WWork towards making learning and 
appreciating a secondary language 
optional at the primary school level.  

Introduce a cultural and human 
sensitivity aspect to primary school  
education so our children can have ...

The education system as we know it fails to take into consideration the many 
varied ways that 21st century children and young adults learn. As the rest of the 
world thoroughly incorporates technology into the training of its youth, it is time 
The Bahamas treats our boys and girls with the same respect. The DNA believes 
that Bahamian artists, scholars and athletes alike can compete and thrive on the 
world stage – all they need is a government that will spare no resource in 

unlocking their potential. 

youth, education & culture
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.... a better understanding of the value 
of the world and the various people 
within it.

SECONDARY EDUCATION

A DNA Government will:

ChangeChange the curriculum to make it more 
Mathematics and English Literature 
intensive. This will help our children in 
understanding, comprehending and 
analysing critical situations across a 
broad range of material.

IncreaseIncrease the curriculum offering at the 
secondary level and offer a broader 
based course offering that includes 
Social Sciences, Humanities, English 
Literature and Civics, Law and 
Government courses.  

MakeMake learning a secondary language 
mandatory from the entrance into 
Junior High school.  

Identify students with learning 
disabilities and place them accordingly 
within the public school system.
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A DNA Government will:

Drive down the cost of electricity by 
more than 50%, adding $18 million more 
dollars a month to the pockets of 
Bahamians.

ConvertConvert power generation at Clifton 
Pier to General Electric LM6000 Aero 
derivative Gas turbines within 3 months 
to dramatically reduce the kilowatt cost 
per hour and lower electricity bills for all 
Bahamian consumers. 

BuilBuild out an international bi-directional 
HVDC submarine connector cable with 
the United States, as has been done in 
other countries, to purchase power 
directly from Florida.  

Commit to a target of 40% renewable 
power by 2027.

DesignDesign and construct a utility-grade 
Solar Power facility in Andros.

Pursue the legalization of a grid tie-in 
solar system for every Bahamian home 
and business.

Liberalize the oil import and export 
business in The Bahamas to allow ...

... petroleum dealers or users of oil and 
gas products to find their own best 
price supplier.

ENVIRONMENT

No one wants to do business in a dirty, No one wants to do business in a dirty, 
unkempt or environmentally 

hazardous country. No one will visit a 
country that does not observe health 
standards and violates the right to live 
in a clean and healthy environment.  

A DNA Government will:

ImposeImpose tougher penalties by doubling 
both the fine and prison term for 
persons that litter and dump garbage 
on our streets and lots.  

InitiateInitiate a “Green-Call Alert” system that 
will allow private citizens to call a 
hotline to report persons that are 
dumping and littering on our streets, 
particularly if evidence can be 
produced in the form of photographs 
or video recordings.   

UndertakeUndertake a fruit-tree planting drive 
and make an effort to plant fruit trees 
in all public parks.   

The high cost of energy is plaguing our country.  The Bahamas pays the highest 
amount per kilowatt in the Western Hemisphere and we have not diversified our 
energy solutions past fossil fuels. This cannot sustain us moving into the future and 
something must be done to help Bahamians, whether they own a business or they 

are regular citizens.  

energy & the environment
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Transfer all taxes or profits from 
products classified as a natural resource 
into a Sovereign Wealth Fund.  

Responsibly grant licenses for the 
exploration, studies and development 
of Natural Resources in The Bahamas. 

NATIONAL EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT AND DISASTER 

PREPAREDNESS 

A DNA Government will:

StrengthenStrengthen inter-agency partnerships 
with the Armed Services branches and 
create a National Corp of Engineers to 
assist during National Emergencies.

PartnerPartner with the University of The 
Bahamas and an International School of 
Engineering of note to systematically 
train Bahamian Engineers.

ModernizeModernize the National Emergency 
Management Agency to make it a 
response agency and not strictly a 
monitoring agency.

ProcureProcure and store equipment for 
Hurricane preparedness in the NEMA 
Offices so that they can have these 
items readily on hand.

BeginBegin the systematic fortification of 
public infrastructure and systems that 
are prone to damage from Hurricane 
force winds and flooding. 
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A DNA Government will:

UndergoUndergo a thorough public audit of the 
Public Hospital Authority, their 
management practices, spending, 
procurement and human resources so 
as to eliminate all wasteful practices and 
hold persons accountable.  

ChangeChange the purchasing, storage and 
dispensation model of prescription 
drugs in the public hospital.  

DevisDevise and commit to a purchasing plan 
that will see the phased upgrade of 50 
percent of diagnostic and specialized 
treatment equipment in the first two 
years after taking office, based on 
current financial projections on current 
budget estimates.  

ProvideProvide trauma certification for all 
healthcare practitioners stationed in the 
Family Islands. 

Increase the level of first-aid 
certification in the public schools for 
senior high school students.

The DNA believes that Bahamians should receive adequate healthcare regardless 
of their socio-economic status. Too many Bahamians suffer through terrible health, 
whether because of minor chronic ailments or life threatening accidents, due to our 
country’s high uninsurance rate. The DNA wants Bahamians to have adequate 
coverage, but you also deserve to have access to premium healthcare at an 

affordable price and in a timely manner.  

Initiate a healthcare education and 
information program, with prime 
focuses on preventing the spread of 
HIV/AIDS, information on preventative 
health care lifestyles and home 
diagnostic checks for cancer related 
illnesses. 

TransformTransform the South Beach Clinic into 
a mini-hospital equipped with an 
emergency and trauma centre along 
with 100 bed spaces. The new 
establishment will be equipped with the 
latest technology and specialized 
equipment, with options for expansion 
intointo a new hospital over the next 4 
years.  

Build and staff mini-hospitals on 
Eleuthera, Exuma, Andros and Inagua. 

Increase the hardship allowance for 
medical professionals that are relocated 
to the Family Islands. 

Implement a Universal Healthcare 
Coverage Programme financed by an 
additional 3% payroll tax.

healthcare & social policy
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by the end of our first term
YOUR DNA GOVERNMENT WILL HAVE:

   Added a 1% GDP surplus to our annual budget. 

   Reduced unemployment to 8%. 

   Increased our Gross Domestic Product by 5% 
       with projections to grow by another 10% within the following 5 years.  

   Increased the amount of public prosecutions and convictions 
       in public fraud and embezzlement cases.

      Created an average savings of 33% on the cost of energy per consumer.    

   Expanded opportunities in the financial services sector. 

   Diversified our Tourism product. 

   Created new industries in technology. 

   Revitalized the public service under a new regime and protocol. 

   Metricized the Immigration Department and cut wait times for 
       permits and visas in half. 

      Created the Central Information Depository of The Bahamas. 

   Increased data collection and analysis points public sector-wide.    

   Implemented a comprehensive mortgage relief and distressed property   
       programme for consumers.  

   Decriminalized marijuana. 

   Put in place a universal technology backbone and infrastructure.  

   Increased the amount of cellular and broadband service providers.

      Added more value to the agricultural sector. 

   Created more sustainable jobs in banking and in tourism. 

   Created universal coverage through a Universal Healthcare Programme.
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VISIT US
-

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
Plaza Green, East Street South
P.O. Box AP59217 Slot 2008
Nassau, The Bahamas.
(242) 603-0362, 603-1362 
and 603-2362

LET’S KEEP IN TOUCH
-

www.myDNAparty.org

Info@myDNAparty.org

@MyDNAParty
#ForaBetterLife #GreenIn17

Download Our Mobile App


